%yr% Universityofldaho
Cooperative Extension System

Ul Extension Forestry Information Series

Wood as a Fuel No. 3

Firewood Gathering Permits
Don Hanley

Firewood can be obtained from many different forest
ownersin ldaho. Themagjor land ownerswho permit
firewood gathering are:

» USDA Forest Service

* |daho Department of Lands

* Forestindustry

» Smdll, nonindustrial woodlot owners

Each of these mgjor forestland ownershas specific
regulationsfor permit requirements.

PublicLands. TheUSDA Forest Servicehasover
40 |ocal officesthroughout the state. Most of these
officesissuefree use permitsfor wood gathering.
However, the conditionsand number of available
permits under which wood can be obtained vary by
local forest area. A feeischargedin somearess.
USDA Forest Servicewood permitsareavailableat
thefollowinglocationsin Idaho:

Region1

* Clearwater National Forest —Kamiah, Kooskia,

M oscow, Orofino, Potlatch and Powell Ranger
Station (on U.S. 12, 5 mileswest of Montanastate
line).

* |daho Panhandle National Forests—Avery,
BonnersFerry, Coeur d’ Alene, Priest Lake,
Sandpoint, St. Mariesand Wallace.

* Nezperce National Forest—Elk City, Grangeville,
Kooskiaand WhiteBird.

Region4

* Boise National Forest —Boise, Cascade, Emmett,
Idaho City and Mountain Home.

* Caribou National Forest—Malad, Montpdlier,
Pocatello and Soda Springs.

« ChallisNationa Forest—Challis, Claytonand

Mackay.

* Payette National Forest—Council, McCall, New
Meadows and Weiser.

» Salmon National Forest — L eadore, North Fork
and Salmon.

« Sawtooth National Forest —Burley, Fairfield,
Ketchumand TwinFals.

» Targhee National Forest —Ashton, Driggs,
Dubois, Idaho Falls, Idand Park, St. Anthony and
SwanVadlley.

State L ands. Theldaho Department of Lands has
district officesin Bonners Ferry, Sandpoint, Coeur

d Alene, St. Maries, Deary, Orofino, Craigmont,
McCall, Boise, and Idaho Fallswhereyou may obtain
firewood permits.

PrivateL and Owners. Regulationsor lack of
regulationsvary widely among owners. You must get
permission fromtheland or timber owner before
removing any wood. All wood, aliveor dead, is
private property ontheselands. Besureto get a“Bill
of Sale” from the owner before transporting thewood
on public highways.

Permitsissued by publicandindustrial ownersservea
dual purpose. First, they provideinformation to the
forest mangerson how many personsaregathering
wood from theforest. Moreimportantly, they provide
the managerswith your name and addressfor corre-
spondenceif fire conditionsor road conditions change,
etc. Thenumber of specific regulationsand duration of
vaidity will vary by grantor.

Nonindustria privateownersalmost dwaysadvertise
fuelwood availability ontheir ownlandsby word-of-
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mouth. Additiondly, inthelate summer andfall,
firewood isadvertised and sold fromindividualsvia
newspapersand bulletin boards.

Permit Limitations. Regulationsand limitationsinthe
permit may includesuchitemsas.

* Fireprecautions.

* Re-sdleredtriction.

* Down and dead materia only.

* Prohibited species (such aswestern red cedar).

« Trave restrictionsin wet weather to minimizeroad
damage.

* Permit duration.

» Stump height regulations.

* Debriscleanup on roadsand ditches.

* Closed aresas.

Forest Management Practices. If your permit limits
you to gathering down or dead materia only, this
impliestheuseof “waste” wood. Themajor forest
management implicationisfuel remova fromtheland
whichwill reduce potentid firehazardsand alow use
of material that would otherwisebelost. If thetreeyou
select isdready onthe ground, the most usable

portion will bethe main stem that has been dead for
morethan 1to 2 years. Loose bark or no bark at all
(caled“buckskin”) will indicatethisage.

Treesdirectly onthe ground absorb ground moisture
and arenot assuitableasdlightly elevated treessuch
asthoselying over other logs, stumps, or rocks.

Management Consider ations. Most timberland
ownersinthestate do no alow theremova of live
trees. However, some private woodl ot ownersgrant
thisprivilege. Discusswith theowner the exact species
and sizesof treesthat can beremoved.

If youwould liketo learn how you canimproveyour
forestland through proper species selection and
spacing control and then usethewaste asfuelwood,
contact an Extension Forester at the University of
|daho, your Cooperative Extension County Educator
or your local Idaho Departemnt of Lands office.

Thisinformation first appeared as CIS 473 and was part of the
Wood as a Fuel Series.
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