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Wood Storage
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Oncefuelwood isobtained in theforest and trans-
ported, the next step isto storethewood for later use.
If your wood isnot seasoned, it will requireayear in
storage under typical Idaho climatic conditionsbefore
burning. Seasoning will bring thewood to the proper
moisture content. Proper moisture content isessential
for an easy starting fire and minimum creosote prob-
leminthechimney. Your wood will season better if the
logsarecut to length (4 incheslessthan thewidth of
your firebox) and split into quartersat least.

How do you know when your wood is adequately
seasoned? Two methods are used:

» Watch for small end cracksor checks. When these
appear, thewood is seasoned and isready for the
fire

» Weigh afixed amount of wood at monthly intervals
until theweight lossisnegligible. Seasonedwoodis
much lighter than “ green” wood.

L ocatewood storage at |east 30 feet from your house
and other outbuildingsto minimizefiredanger. Cover
the stack to help keep thewood dry. Permanent
structurescan bebuilt of thetypein Figurel or, asan
dternative, plagtic polyethylene sheeting (.004 inch
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thickness) can be used asacover for the stack. If the
wood ishot seasoned, alow adequateair circulation
around the sides. The stack should belocated on well-
drained land with the bottom pieces on wood dates or
lathe.

I nsect Problems. Green wood can harbor numerous
insectsthat can damage your house or your ornamen-
tal trees. When in doubt about insectsin your fire-
wood, leavethewood intheforest.

I nsect problems associated with dead wood are much
lessthan green wood. The magjor insect that must be
considered in dead wood isthe carpenter ant. Thisant
isblack, or black and red, large-sized (1/4 to 5/8 inch
long), andisfound throughout I daho. The ant doesnot
eat thewood but smply excavatesnests, leaving a
“sawdust” pileby theinfested lumber or tree. Thisant
hasthe potential to do more structural damageto
buildingsin |daho than any other insect.

Thisinformation first appeared as CIS 474 and was part of the
Wood a sFuel Series.
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Figure 1. Protect dry, split wood from
weather, especially snow andice. A pole-
constructed woodshed is easy and
inexpensiveto build. You can provide
simple protection with planks, plywood,
sheets of metal roofing, or plastic placed
over stacked wood.
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