
College of Natural Resources 
 
Department of Forest Resources 
Forest Measurements and Inventory 
Laboratory 1 
 
Part 1: What We Measure 
 
The objectives of this laboratory exercise are to: 

• Recognize several plant species that you will commonly encounter in forestry 
• Become familiar with the Blodgett Track outdoor teaching forest 
• Be familiar with the scientific names and the 4‐letter codes of common plant species 
• Learn good data recording practices 

 
Location:  Meet at gold gravel parking lot, beside power plant at 1:15pm 
  We will drive to Blodgett Track (20 minute drive) in 3 vehicles. 
 
Materials and Supplies: 

• Hard Hat (must be worn at all times) 
• Clipboard 
• Pencils 

 
Exercise:  
 
For each species you are introduced to write down the 4 letter species code and collect a sample. With each sample, 
write down the common name and it’s the scientific name.  
 
We highlight recommend you collect samples as we will quiz you on your ability to identify these species next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OVERSTORY TREE DATA, UNDERSTORY TREE DATA, SITE INDEX University of Idaho Experimental Forest: Fuels Monitoring Program 

Unit   Elevation   Crown class code 
Plot center 
coordinates 

  

Stand   Date   Dominant D 
Plot #   Collectors   Co-dominant C x 

Habitat type   Slope placement 
bottom, low, mid, 

upper, ridge 

Intermediate I y 
Aspect   Fuel Model   Suppressed S Overstory 1/10ac = 37.2ft radius 

% slope         
Understory 1/100ac = 11.8ft 

radius 
OVERSTORY UNDERSTORY 

Tree 
# 

Species 
code 

Characteristics 
 

 
Common 

Name 
  

Scientific Name 
 

Species 
code Count 

Mean 
height 

(ft)   
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2.0 - 3.9" dbh 
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